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On page 76, line 23, after the word ‘‘years,’’

insert the following: ‘‘$6 million shall be
available for the Advanced Development
Project Powder River Coal Initiative to be
located in Gillette, Wyoming, and’’.

MACK (AND GRAHAM)
AMENDMENT NO. 1490

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. MACK (for himself and Mr.

GRAHAM) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the
bill, H.R. 2466, supra; as follows:

On page 13, line 8, strike ‘‘55,244,000’’ and
insert ‘‘$54,744,000’’.

On page 17, line 19, strike ‘‘$221,093,000’’ and
insert ‘‘$221,593,000’’.

f

TAXPAYER REFUND ACT OF 1999

DORGAN AMENDMENT NO. 1491

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. DORGAN submitted an amend-

ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill, S. 1429, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. llSENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING THE

NEED TO ENCOURAGE IMPROVE-
MENTS IN MAIN STREET BUSI-
NESSES BY EXPANDING EXISTING
SMALL BUSINESS TAX EXPENSING
RULES TO INCLUDE INVESTMENTS
IN BUILDINGS AND OTHER DEPRE-
CIABLE REAL PROPERTY.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—
(1) under current tax law, small businesses

can immediately deduct, that is, ‘‘expense’’,
up to $19,000 in purchases of equipment and
similar assets;

(2) there is bipartisan support for increas-
ing the amount of this expensing provision
because it helps many small businesses make
the investments in equipment and machin-
ery they need by allowing them to imme-
diately write off the costs of such invest-
ments and bolstering their cash flow;

(3) this expensing provision, however, is
not as helpful as it could be for some small
businesses because it does not cover their in-
vestments in improving the storefront or the
buildings in which they conduct their busi-
ness;

(4) in many small towns, the local drug
store, shoe store, or grocery store doesn’t
have much need for new equipment, but it
does need to improve the storefront or the
interior;

(5) although such investments are good for
Main Streets across this Nation, our current
tax law creates a disincentive to make them
by requiring a small business owner to depre-
ciate the costs of the building improvements
over 39 years for tax purposes;

(6) legislation to expand the current ex-
pensing provision to cover investments in de-
preciable real property was recently intro-
duced in the Senate with broad bipartisan
cosponsorship, including the leaders of the
Republican and Democratic parties;

(7) this proposal is also strongly supported
by small business-oriented trade groups, in-
cluding the National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business, the Small Business Legis-
lative Council, and the National Association
of Realtors;

(8) the Department of the Treasury is cur-
rently conducting a comprehensive study of
all depreciation provisions in our tax laws;
and

(9) Congress should consider expanding the
existing expensing provision to cover invest-
ments in storefront improvements and other

depreciable real property in any reform leg-
islation that results from this study or, if
possible, in any earlier legislation.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) many small businesses trying to im-
prove their storefronts on Main Street or in-
vesting to upgrade their property would ben-
efit if Congress expanded the existing ex-
pensing provision to cover investments in de-
preciable real property; and

(2) Congress should consider including this
proposal in any future tax legislation.

f

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2000

MOYNIHAN AMENDMENT NO. 1492

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. MOYNIHAN submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill, S. 1429, supra; as fol-
lows:

On page 94, line 7, strike ‘‘$86,000,000’’ and
insert ‘‘$93,000,000’’.

On page 95, line 5, strike ‘‘$97,550,000’’ and
insert ‘‘$104,550,000’’.

On page 96, line 5, strike ‘‘$23,905,000’’ and
insert ‘‘$26,905,000’’.

On page 132, between lines 20 and 21, insert
the following:
SEC. ll. OFFSETTING REDUCTION OF AMOUNTS

MADE AVAILABLE FOR ACCOUNTS
FOR WHICH THIS ACT MAKES
AMOUNTS AVAILABLE IN EXCESS OF
THE AMOUNT MADE AVAILABLE FOR
FISCAL YEAR 1999.

The amount made available for each ac-
count (including each subaccount for which a
dollar amount is specified, but excluding the
subaccount for statutory or contractual aid
of the account for national recreation and
preservation, relating to the National Park
Service) for which this Act makes available
an amount in excess of the amount made
available for that account by the Depart-
ment of the Interior and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 1999, shall be reduced in
an amount equal to $17,000,000 multiplied by
a fraction, the numerator of which is the
amount of the excess made available by this
Act for that account and the denominator of
which is the aggregate amount of the excess
made available by this Act for all such ac-
counts.

BENNETT (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 1493

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. BENNETT (for himself, Mr. JEF-

FORDS, Mr. MOYNIHAN, Mr. REED, and
Mr. KENNEDY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by them
to the bill, S. 1429, supra; as follows:

On page 94, line 7, strike ‘‘$86,000,000’’ and
insert ‘‘$90,000,000’’.

On page 95, line 5, strike ‘‘$97,550,000’’ and
insert ‘‘$101,550,000’’.

JEFFORDS AMENDMENT NO. 1494

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. JEFFORDS submitted an amend-

ment intended to be proposed by them
to the bill, H.R. 2466, supra; as follows:

On page 78, line 16, strike ‘‘$682,817,000’’ and
insert ‘‘$689,817,000’’.

On page 78, line 19, strike ‘‘account:’’ and
insert ‘‘and of which $7,000,000 shall be de-
rived by transfer from unobligated balances

in the Fossil Energy Research and Develop-
ment account’’.

On page 78, line 24, strike ‘‘$133,000,000’’ and
insert ‘‘$138,600,000’’.

On page 79, line 1, strike ‘‘$33,000,000’’ and
insert ‘‘$34,400,000’’.

f

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the public
that the hearing scheduled before the
Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee to receive testimony regarding
S. 1052, To implement further the Act
(Public Law 94–241) approving the Cov-
enant to Establish a Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands in Polit-
ical Union with the United States of
America, and for other purposes,’’ has
been postponed and will be rescheduled
at a later date.

For further information, please call
James Beirne, Deputy Chief Counsel
(202) 224–2564 or Betty Nevitt, Staff As-
sistant at (202) 224–0765.

f

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry, be allowed to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
July 29, 1999. The purpose of this meet-
ing will be to discuss the markup of the
original bill regarding the Livestock
Mandatory Report Act of 1999.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, July 29, 1999, at 2
p.m., to hold a closed hearing on intel-
ligence matters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE YEAR 2000
TECHNOLOGY PROBLEM

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on the Year 2000 Tech-
nology Problem be permitted to meet
on July 29, 1999, at 9:30 a.m., for the
purpose of conducting a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CLEAN AIR, WETLANDS,
PRIVATE PROPERTY AND NUCLEAR SAFETY

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Clean Air, Wetlands, Pri-
vate Property, and Nuclear Safety be
granted permission to conduct a hear-
ing on the Environmental Protection
Agency’s proposed sulfur standard for
gasoline as contained in the proposed
Tier Two standards for automobiles
Thursday, July 29, 9:30 a.m., hearing
room (SD–406).
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT, SAFETY, AND

TRAINING

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions, Subcommittee on Em-
ployment, Safety, and Training be au-
thorized to meet for a hearing on ‘‘The
FAIR Act: Balancing the Scale of Jus-
tice for Small Business’’ during the
session on Thursday, July 29, 1999, at
9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on European Affairs be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Thursday, July 29, 1999,
at 3 p.m., to hold a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS, HISTORIC

PRESERVATION AND RECREATION

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on National Parks, Historic
Preservation and Recreation of the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, July 29, for purposes of con-
ducting a subcommittee hearing which
is scheduled to begin at 2:15 p.m. The
purpose of this hearing is to receive
testimony on S. 710, a bill to authorize
a feasibility study on the preservation
of certain Civil War battlefields along
the Vicksburg Campaign Trail; S. 905, a
bill to establish the Lackawana Valley
American Heritage Area; S. 1093, a bill
to establish the Galisteo Basin Archeo-
logical Protection Sites and to provide
for the protection of archeological
sites in the Galisteo Basin of New Mex-
ico, and for other purposes; S. 1117, a
bill to establish the Corinth Unit of the
Shiloh National Military Park, in the
vicinity of the city of Corinth, Mis-
sissippi, and in the State of Tennessee,
and for other purposes; S. 1234, a bill to
expand the boundaries of Gettysburg
National Military Park to include the
Wills House, and for other purposes;
and S. 1349, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct spe-
cial resource studies to determine the
national significance of specific sites
as well as the suitability and feasi-
bility of their inclusion as units of the
National Park System.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OCEANS AND FISHERIES

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Oceans
and Fisheries Subcommittee of the
Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation be author-
ized to meet on Thursday, July 29, 1999,
at 9:30 a.m., on Magnuson Act reau-
thorization.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT
MANAGEMENT, RESTRUCTURING AND THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Govern-
mental Affairs Committee Sub-
committee on Oversight of Government
Management, Restructuring and the
District of Columbia be permitted to
meet on Thursday, July 29, 1999, at 9:30
a.m., for a hearing on Total Quality
Management: State Success Stories as
a Model for the Federal Government.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SECURITIES

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Securities of the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, July 29, 1999, to conduct a
hearing on ‘‘Accounting for Loan Loss
Reserves.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

THE LAWSUITS AGAINST THE
FIREARM INDUSTRY

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, there is no
way to measure the costs of gun crime
in our society. There are estimates
that put the price at $75 billion for one
year of pain, suffering, and loss of qual-
ity of life caused by gun violence, but
there is no real way to determine the
incalculable human cost of gun-related
crime. There is, however, a method to
measure other financial costs associ-
ated with firearm crime. For instance,
the estimated cost of health care for
firearms related injuries in the United
States was $4 billion in 1995. The aver-
age per-person cost of a firearm fatal-
ity is $373,000 per death, higher than
any injury-related death. And, on aver-
age, it costs more than $14,000 to treat
each child wounded by a firearm.

Cities spend millions each year on
these costs and others associated with
gun related emergencies. The expenses
incurred by cities include medical
treatment for victims, additional po-
lice protection, and counseling services
for survivors of murder victims. These
additional costs are the basis of the
class-action lawsuits against the fire-
arm manufacturers, distributors and
dealers. Nearly two dozen local govern-
ments, including Wayne County and
Detroit, have filed suit against the
manufacturers and distributors of fire-
arms to recoup the costs of firearm re-
lated crime. And following their lead,
the NAACP filed a lawsuit that does
not seek monetary damages, but in-
stead, seeks to put an end to the emo-
tional costs of gun violence incurred by
the African-American community.

The recent wave of class-action law-
suits against the firearms industry are
based on the industry’s failure to mon-
itor the transmission of their product

to the underground markets. These
class-action lawsuits seek to alter the
marketing, distribution and sales of
firearms. More specifically, they are an
attempt to remedy the industry’s fail-
ure to prevent unauthorized users from
obtaining access to firearms, change
the distribution system that permits
firearms to be easily trafficked from
the legal marketplace to the illegal
marketplace, and eliminate deceptive
advertising regarding the risks posed
by having firearms in the home. Stated
simply, these lawsuits are about dis-
tributing firearms responsibly.

The NAACP lawsuit is slightly dif-
ferent because it does not seek to re-
cover monetary damages, but the effect
of the lawsuit would be the same. It
seeks to change the sale, marketing,
and distribution of the gun industry,
whose alleged negligence permits the
free flow of weapons in to the hands of
juveniles and criminals. It asks for a
court order to limit the number of fire-
arms a single buyer can purchase each
month and would require gun manufac-
turers to train retailers about ‘‘straw’’
purchases, and supervise the sales prac-
tices of firearms distributors and re-
tailers. It would also require that deal-
ers operate from a fixed retail location,
and ensure that handguns are manufac-
tured with safety devices.

If the gun industry is found liable, it
will draw a direct line of responsibility
from the gun manufacturers to the un-
scrupulous distributors and dealers
who provide firearms to felons. The
gun industry would no longer be able
to oversupply certain markets, thereby
allowing guns to flow into the hands of
juveniles and criminals. Manufacturers
would no longer be able to turn a blind
eye to the carnage produced by their
products. If the gun industry is found
liable, it may put an end to a majority
of the gun violence caused by the un-
lawful, unregulated, underground fire-
arm market.∑

f

RECOGNIZING LANCE ARMSTRONG
∑ Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President,
today I recognize the remarkable
achievements of Lance Armstrong,
winner of the prestigious Tour de
France bicycle race. On Sunday, July
25, less than 3 years after being diag-
nosed with testicular cancer, he sprint-
ed to an inspirational victory in Paris.
Lance Armstrong is a Texan who is an
example of strength and courage to all
cancer patients and athletes. He is only
the second American in history to win
the Tour de France, one of the world’s
most grueling athletic contests, and he
is the first cancer survivor to achieve
the feat.

Lance Armstrong was born in Dallas,
Texas, and grew up in nearby Plano. He
first competed in athletics as a swim-
mer and took up the triathlon, which
includes swimming, running, and cy-
cling, at age 14. At 17, after his poten-
tial was recognized by the U.S. na-
tional cycling team coach, he switched
to cycling full-time. Lance Armstrong
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